
Langside, Battlefield and Camphill Community Council

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 3rd October 2011
Attendees

Evelyn Silber, (Chairperson), Rosalyn Barclay, Iris Brown, Alison McDonald, (Treasurer), Jan McGhie, (Secretary), James McPherson, John Moffat, Sophia Tierney, Councillor Archie Graham

Apologies

Bob Marshall, Alex Meikle

Visitors

Raymond Meldrum

Introduction

The Chair welcomed all in attendance. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved with the modification that Alison McDonald advised it should be noted no interest or tax has been registered in the bank account since June 2011. Proposed by James McPherson and seconded by Rosalyn Barclay. 

Matters Arising

There was a general welcome for the news that Toryglen was now the likely site of the care home. The Chair advised she had asked for the report on Care Homes that went to the Executive but nothing has been received at this time. Councillor Graham agreed he would chase this report up. Sophia Tierney commented on the communication shortcomings surrounding this issue. 
Councillor’s Report

Care Home

Councillor Graham outlined the background to the Care Home scenario and advised that the Glasgow City Council Social Work department were asked to find five sites within the Glasgow area for new care homes. One of these sites located was the Queen’s Park Recreation Ground. Social Work began their consultation process and many people in the area expressed concern about losing the recreation ground. At this time, the Toryglen site was not available due to being marked for retail development. Since this time, Clyde Gateway stated that they no longer required the ground due to the economic climate. 
The Toryglen site is now the preferred site but there will still have to be a consultation for the Toryglen area. However, the Queens Park Recreation Ground is no longer the primary focus. John Moffat expressed concern that the Toryglen ground may not be suitable due to being a landfill site. Councillor Graham advised that this would be looked at during the approval period. Alison emphasised that the Recreation Ground is needed by the local youth for playing football and other activities, including a Circus and a carnival. Councillor Graham advised that the Glasgow City Council’s planning department officially classify the Recreation Ground as a brownfield site maintained by Glasgow City Council. Those present were surprised and fears were expressed about the possible ongoing threat to the site. Sophia asked if the ground next to the hospital will always be recognised as a brownfield site. Councillor Graham advised that it would be. However, the council would prefer that the area would be used for sports and recreation rather than housing. 
Councillor Graham emphasised that he recognised the importance of the Recreation Ground to the local people, especially for the Southside Festival.  Queried about the timescale for a final decision on sites. Councillor Graham advised this should take place by the end of the year. 

Hampden Park

Councillor Graham advised there would be a park and ride at Hampden Park. Although this is not in the area for the council, there would be a benefit due to the parking for matches etc. which affect Langside. Glasgow 2014 (Commonwealth Games) will begin their planning process in November 2011. During the games, there will be no cars allowed in the Hampden area. Eight football matches for the Olympic Games in 2012 would also take place at Hampden, but conversion to and from running track use before and after the Commonwealth Games take place would mean construction traffic.  

River Cart Flood Prevention

The Flood Prevention Scheme is almost complete and seems to be a success as the river has not overflowed during recent heavy rainfall. 

Holmbank Housing 

He has received a lot of objections and hopes to reduce the number of properties, if he cannot get planning permission refused.
CCTV 

Two new CCTV cameras have been installed in the Shawlands area - one at the Granary and the other by the Shed. Police are happy this has been installed, and it should increase community safety and chances of conviction incase crime is committed.

Parking 

Jan McGhie welcomed recent road re-surfacing in the area but pointed out yellow lines have not been reinstated, resulting in cars parking dangerously e.g. in Camphill Avenue. Councillor Graham advised that £12 million had been invested in the road system after the poor winter weather last year and part of this investment will include the repainting of the roads. Sophia queried when scheduled parking restrictions would come into effect in Mansionhouse Road as similar problems occurred especially during hospital visiting times and during construction.  Iris Brown advised that a ‘dead end’ sign has fallen down in her local area and not been replaced resulting in traffic problems. 
Community Police Report
The community police were not in attendance at today’s meeting. 

Reports and Communications

Jan reported she has been asked about the effectiveness of the community notice boards in Battlefield and Shawlands job centre, i.e impact on attendance or membership. The council agreed this had not been the case. 

It was agreed to invite the GGNHS Community Engagement team, who have offered to make a short presentation at a future meeting. The Community Council have also been invited to the NHS Annual Conference on 17th October 2011 at the Marriot Hotel in Glasgow. Nicola Sturgeon will attend and the last 20 minutes will be used for questions from the audience. 

Evelyn presented three applications for licensing. No objections made.
There has also been a consultation for changing the zoning for St Paul’s High School but this does not seem to affect this area.
Evelyn proposed and received unanimous support to seek an Area Committee grant to revise and reprint the Langside Heritage Trail. The quote received for 10,000 leaflets of the same size would be £3,700 plus VAT. Evelyn stated that she would get further quotes and has been trying to get some updated photographs. Evelyn stated that she was considering applying for a £5,000 grant to cover the cost of the leaflets and possible promotional flier or banner. 
Queens Park 

Chair reported work began on site on 19 September. Rosalyn advised that the website that had been set up contained the wrong date of the start of construction. The website states that construction started in September 2010 rather than 2011. 

Date of the Next Meeting

Dates for the forthcoming year’s meetings were circulated.  The options for relocating the meeting to another venue were discussed but the current venue is cheaper than proposed alternatives and the majority wished to stay put but agreed to review the situation if the price rises. 

Next meeting: 7th November 2011 at 7.30pm

